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Statewide Health Organizations Urge Mississippi Lawmakers to Prioritize Ophthalmologist-
Led, Team-Based Surgical Eye Care 

Organizations oppose Senate Bill 2070, which would allow optometrists to perform eye surgery, 
citing potentially serious risks to patient health outcomes 

 
Jackson, Miss. – The Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee is considering Senate Bill 2070, 
which would allow optometrists to perform certain surgical procedures that are currently performed 
by ophthalmologists—the trained professionals who have the training and experience to provide safe 
surgical eye care. The State Scope of Practice Partnership, a group of 17 diverse organizations 
committed to creating a healthcare system that produces superior outcomes, agrees with nearly 90 
percent of Mississippians: physicians are the most appropriate healthcare professionals for treating 
complex medical conditions, including surgical eye care. 
 
Ophthalmologists are best suited to lead complex medical procedures like eye surgery because they 
complete more than 17,000 hours of clinical training. That difference in education and training 
matters, especially when medical complications or emergencies arise. More than 90 percent of 
Mississippians believe a physician’s education and training are necessary to ensure patient safety in 
the event of a medical complication or emergency, which can occur during eye surgery. 
Ophthalmologists complete nearly twice as much educational training and nearly eight times as many 
patient care hours as optometrists, which means they have medical training and surgical skills to 
ensure patients receive safe surgical eye care. The difference in training and experience alone is a 
clear reason why ophthalmologists should continue handling these delicate and complex surgical 
procedures. 
 
Proponents of Senate Bill 2070 suggest optometrists are sufficiently trained to perform “minor 
procedures” on and around the eye. The reality is there is no such thing as “minor” surgery, and any 
procedure that involves cutting human tissue—especially on or around a patient’s eye—has to be 
taken seriously. The medical training of a physician is imperative when performing surgeries that can 
do irrecoverable harm to a patient’s vision if handled incorrectly.  
 
According to a statewide poll of Mississippians conducted by the Mississippi State University Social 
Science Research Center in October 2018, an overwhelming majority of Mississippians (86 percent) 
agree physicians should have primary responsibility for leading and coordinating patients’ health care 
in conjunction with other trained health care professionals, including optometrists. The same poll 
found Mississippians believe physicians should be leading care for complex medical conditions. 
Team-based, physician-led care is a proven model for providing superior health outcomes for 
patients, and Senate Bill 2070 would break that model, potentially putting thousands of 
Mississippians at risk. 
 
This model is also providing the type of access to quality eye care Mississippians need. Nearly 80 
percent of Mississippians currently live within a 30-minute drive of an ophthalmologist—the trained 
professionals who can provide safe surgical eye care. Breaking up ophthalmologist-led medical teams 



	

is not what Mississippians want or need. Eye care is simply too serious and important of an issue to 
leave to chance.  
 
Physician-led collaborative care is the best way to ensure Mississippians receive the health care they 
need. Mississippians can contact their state senators at 601-359-3770 and the Lieutenant Governor at 
601-359-3200 to ask them VOTE NO on Senate Bill 2070. To learn more about the SSOPP and the 
importance of physician-led, team-based care, visit www.scopeofpracticems.org. 
 

### 
 
About the State Scope of Practice Partnership 
The State Scope of Practice Partnership (SSOPP) is a diverse group of 17 organizations, including 
physicians and nurse practitioners, working to protect physician-led, team-based care in Mississippi. 
Partners organizations represent thousands of professionals from specialties around the state support 
the collaboration that leads to superior patient outcomes.  
 
Statistics referenced are from a statewide poll of Mississippians conducted October 2018 by the 
Mississippi State University Social Science Research Center. 
 


